[VDR function in skin].
Typical abnormalities of hereditary rickets type II patients were observed in the mice deficient of VDR with growth retardation, impaired bone formation and alopecia. Except alopecia, all of the abnormalities were rescued by dietary supplement of high minerals. Genetic mutations in the critical vitamin D biosynthesis enzyme in humans and mice also suffer rachtic phenotypes except alopecia. The function of VDR in skin will be discussed.